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Kabira's teachings are founded on the 
truth that Brahman is one without a 

second. Brahman is the essential nature of 
man. Through ignorance one remains attached 
to his passing personality, develops egoism 
and egoistic action, and whirls in the wheel 
of birth and death. The highest goal of life 
is the attainment of one’s essential nature 
through the removal of ignorance, through 
devotion and wisdom. Kabira encouraged 
his disciples to follow spiritual life in all its 
details. The following translations of his verses 
reveal his experience, devotion and wisdom:

kibr; mn inmRl .y; jwse gãg; nIr )

p;zwã l;ge hir ifrwã kht kbIr kbIr _

Kabiraa man nirmal bhayaa jaise gangaa neer.
Pachhe laage hari phirai kahat kabeer kabeer.

Kabira says: My mind became pure like the water 
of the Ganga River. Now, Lord Hari is running af-

ter me, saying, ‘Kabir, Kabir!’

deh /re k; dã@ hw sb k;hU ko hoy

D;nI .ugte D;n se mUr% .ugte roy _

Deha dhare kaa dand hai sab kahoo ko hoy
Jnaani bhugate jnaan se moorakh bhugate roy

The punishment for entering into human embodi-
ment is meted out to everyone according to their 

karma. The wise endure it by wisdom, while the
ignorant suffer from it with lamentations!
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 gu® goivãd dono %@eπ k;ke l;gUã p;\E

 bilh;rI gu® a;pne goivNd idyo iml;E _

Guru govind dono khare kaake lagoon paany
Balihaaree Guru aapane govind diyo milaay.

Guru and Govinda both stand before me. To 
whose feet should I bow down? Glory to my 
Guru ( I bow down to my Guru’s feet), because 
“It is You, O my Guru, who has led me to be 
united with Govinda (God)!”

jo tokoã k;\$; buvw t;ih boî tU fUl )

tokoã fUl ke fUl hw v;ko hw itrsUl _

Jo tokon kaantaa buvai taahi boi too phool.
Tokon phool ke phool hai vaako hai tirsool.

If someone sows thorns for you, then (instead 
of being bitter) sow flowers for him. Because 
then, for you there will be nothing but flowers 
(as a result of your goodness); but for the person 
(who has sown thorns), there will be the trident 
(karmic punishment) awaiting for him. (By your 
act of goodness, the person will experience a 
spiritual transformation in the triad of Seer, Seen 
and Sight!).

doW pr;ye dei% kir  cle hsãt hsãt )

apne y;d n a;vhIã  ijnk; a;id n aãt _

 

Dosh paraaye dekh kari,  chale hasant hasant.
Apane yaad na aavaheen jinaka aadi na anta,

Finding defects in others, one goes on laughing. 
One does not remember one’s own defects (which 
have no limit) which have  neither beginning nor end.

l;lI mere l;l kI ijt de%*ã itt l;l )

l;lI de%n mwã clI mwã .I ho gîR l;l _

Laalee mere laal kee jit dekhaun tit laal.
Laalee dekhan main chalee main bhee ho gayee laal.

I went to behold the Beauty of my Beloved 
God, and wherever I look I found His Beauty 
everywhere. I started looking for the Beauty 
of the Beloved, but I ended up with becoming 
the Beloved!

inãdk inyre r;i%ye a;\gn ku$I zv;y )

ibnu p;nI s;bun ibn; inmRl krw su.;y _

Nindak niyare raakhiye angan kutee chhavaay. Binu 
paani sabun binaa nirmal karai subhaay.

Keep the fault-finder very close to you––give 
him a well-furnished room. He will help you to 
purify your nature even without the use of soap 
and water.

EesI b;,I boilye mn k; a;p; %oî )

apn; tn sItl krw a*rn kU\ su% hoî ))

Aisee baanee boliye man kaa aapaa khoi;
Apanaa tan seetal karai, auran koon sukh hoi.

Rising above the limitations of your mind, 
speak in such a way that causes refreshing 
coolness in your body and brings joy to people 
around you.

Nh;E /oE Ky; .y; jo mn mwl n j;E  )

mIn sd; jl meã rhw /oE b;s n j;E _

Nhaaye dhoye kyaa bhayaa jo man mail na jaay;
Meen sadaa jal men rahai dhoye baas na jaay.

What is the use of bathing and washing if the 
dirt of your mind is not dispelled? Fishes live in 

water all the time and inspite of all the
washing they are not free of

the foul smell.
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J;;it n pUzo s;/u kI  pUz lIijyo D;n )

mol kro tlv;r k;  p@π; rhn do My;n _

Jaati na poochho Saadhu kee, Poochh leejiyo jnaan;
Mol karo talawaar kaa, Padha rahan do myaan.

Do not ask for the family line of the Saint; go 
after His knowledge.  Do not go after the sheath; 
give value to the Sword.

sb /rtI k;gj krUã ) le%nI sv bn r;E _

s;t smud[ kI mis krUã ) gu® gun il%; n j;E 

kbIr; gu® gun il%; n j;E _

Sab dharatee kaagaj karoon; Lekhanee sab ban raay.
Saat samudra kee masi karoon; Guru gun likhaa na 
jaay Kabira Guru gun likhaa na jaay.

Even if the entire earth is transformed into 
paper, and all the big trees are made into pens, 
and all the waters in the seven oceans are turned 
into ink—even then the Glories of Guru cannot 
be fully written.
 
`$ `$ meã hw s;Èã rmt; k$uk( vcn mt bol re _    

Ghat ghat me’ hai saain ramataa katuk bachan 
mat-bol re.

God abides in every heart. Therefore, do not 
talk to anyone with harsh speech.

jb mwã q; tb hir nhIã  ab hir hwã mwã n;ihã )

p[em glI ait s;\krI, t; mwã do n sm;ihã _

Jab main thaa tab Hari naheen, Ab Hari hain main naahin.
Prem galee ati saankaree, taa main do na samaahin.

When “I” existed, there was no Hari (God). 
Now when Hari (God Alone) is, this “I” has no 
existence. The street of Divine Love is
too narrow to permit the entry of
two (duality).

%ule nyn phc;noã  h\is h\is suNdr Âp inh;roã _

Khule nayan pahachaanon, hansi hansi
sundar roop nihaaron.

Having opened my eyes fully (having attained 
Spiritual Vision), I experience thrill after thrill to behold 
the Beauteous Expressions of God (everywhere).

Ghoonghut ka put khol ree,  tohen peev milenge;
Ghut ghut basataa Raam ramaiyaa, katuk bachan mut 
bol ree. Tohen.
Rang mahal men deep barat hai, Aasan se mut dol ree;
Kahat Kabir suno bhai saadhoo, Anahad baajat dhol ree. 

(O Soul), remove the veil (of illusion). You 
are going to meet the Beloved! Lord Rama, the 
source of all Joy, abides in every heart. Do not 
speek harsh words to anyone (you are going 
to meet)! The mystic Lamp is burning in the 
Divine Palace (the Heart). Do not shake from 
your meditative pose. The music (of Eternity) is 
sounding (without the help of instruments)! O 
brothers, listen: So says Kabira.

k;Lh krw so a;j k®, a;j krw so aBb )

pl meã prlw hoygI, bhuir krwg; kBb _

Kaalh karai so aaj karu,  Aaj karai so abb;
Pal men paralay hoyagee, bahuri karaigaa kabb.

What you have to do tomorrow, do it today; 
and what you have to do today, do it right now.  
Within a moment there may occur a deluge, then, 
how could you do (what has to be done)?


